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Overview

ÅHAB Preparedness and Capacity Building 

ÅDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ нлмф I!.ǎ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ 

ÅDevelopment of 2020 HAB Response Strategy

Å2020 HAB Alert Tiers

ÅCouncil HAB Partnership Recommendations

DEP HAB Websites:  
https://www.nj.gov/dep/hab/ and 

https://www.state.nj.us/dep/wms/bfbm/CyanoHABHome.html

https://www.nj.gov/dep/hab/
https://www.state.nj.us/dep/wms/bfbm/CyanoHABHome.html


Need For State Preparedness for HAB Response

ÅIncreasing global incidence & concern

ÅHuman & animal health, ecosystem & economic impacts

ÅHuman Health ςrecreational & drinking water exposure

ÅHigh profile blooms (e.g., Lake Erie, Ohio River, & Lake Okeechobee)

ÅIncreasing HAB reports - EPA, USGS, & other states on National Water 
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ÅNYdeveloped HAB response program in 2012



NJ HAB Response Preparedness

2012

ÅNo HAB field monitoring methods/ equipment

ÅNo cyanobacterial ID or cell count lab methods

ÅNo HAB toxin lab methods or equipment

ÅNo Advisory Guidance Levels 

ÅNo HAB website or outreach materials 

ÅNo State Response Strategy



bW I!. wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ

2007/2012

{ŀƳǇƭŜ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 9t!Ωǎ National Lakes 

Assessment - microcystins

2013
BFBM Freshwater Monitoring Lab ςmicrocystins
ELISA analysis equipment (EPA Monitoring 
Initiative funds)
Added microcystinsanalysis to State Lake Survey 
Network

2014- Lab methods expanded - anatoxin-a & 

cylindrospermopsin



I!. wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

2015

Pilot monitoring -NJ State Parks (toxin test strips), Rutgers 
U, Montclair U

Enhanced Understanding of HAB science ςDEP Division of 
Science & Research (DSR), EPA, USGS

Developed public HAB Fact Sheet - posted on Lakes 
Monitoring website

NJ Water Monitoring Council (NJWMC) ςHABs session  -
Presenters: NYSDEC, EPA, USGS, Montclair U. 



I!. wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ όŎƻƴǘΩŘύ

2016

NYDEC and NYDOH input on HAB program

Convened NJ Interagency HAB Workgroup ς

Dept. of Environ. Protection (DEP) ςmultiple programs

Dept. of Health (DOH) 

Dept. of Agriculture (DOA) 

Drafted NJ Response Strategy


